
 
 

 

 
WHO WE ARE 
MUSIC & ACADEMICS 

 
Welcome to Special Music School, a groundbreaking K-12 NYC public school for musically gifted children. 
Special Music School (M859) represents a unique and exciting public/private partnership between 
Kaufman Music Center and the New York City Department of Education. The school combines intensive 
musical study with a rigorous academic program, providing a strong foundation for a lifetime of music 
without compromising academic studies.  
 

WHAT WE DO 
21ST CENTURY MUSICIAN 

 
Special Music School develops students who have the skills, competencies, and knowledge necessary for 
21st century musicians. The 21st century musician can analyze, compose, and perform music at the 
highest level, has a strong sense of their own artistic “voice,” and is fluent in current music technologies. 
 

OUR PARTNERSHIP 
NEW YORK CITY DOE & KAUFMAN MUSIC CENTER​

 
This support funds:  
➔​ Faculty for full-time music administration and production 
➔​ Four year 21st Century music education incorporating a unique mix of classical foundations, 

contemporary music, composition, and improvisation.  
➔​ Productions including OnStage Concert Series, Performance classes, opera, special collaborative 

projects, visiting artists, and student showcases 
➔​ Opportunities to work with professional musicians in masterclasses and collaborative 

performances throughout New York City.  
➔​ Students work with teaching artists (professional working musicians who are specialists in their 

instrument or discipline) in the classroom (Music Theory, Technology and History and electives) , in 
the rehearsal room (small and large ensembles), and in the private lesson studio. 

➔​ Support for private lessons in the student’s area of concentration.  
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
ACADEMIC PROGRAM 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

KAUFMAN 
MUSIC CENTER 

●​ Unique partnership with Kaufman Music Center  
●​ Students audition for acceptance. K-8 is only instrumental. 9-12 students are accepted 

into one of three concentrations: Vocal Music, Composition and Instrumental Music. 
●​ All  music classes taught by working professional musicians   
●​ Access to the world-renowned Merkin Concert Hall, Master Classes, and a robust 

Artist-in-Residence program   
●​ Students in the high school  participate in large and small ensembles, and music 

electives. All students receive private lessons 
 

 
STUDENT 
VOICE & 
CHOICE 

●​ Students across grade levels perform, learn, and socialize 
●​ Student-led clubs, open spaces, programming decisions, performing opportunities, and 

community-events are student driven 
●​ High School students participate in campus PSAL program including soccer, basketball, 

softball, volleyball, track & field, and baseball 
●​ Community periods offer opportunities for the students and faculty to come together 

for Town Halls, Cover Me, Performance class and other community initiatives.  
●​ Student-created, student-led clubs offer leadership and collaborative experiences for 

students. Clubs include National Honor Society, Ragtime, Science Club, Math Team, 
Model UN, Debate, Euphonium, Hydroponics Farm, Music Appreciation Club, and Cover 
Me just to name a few.  

●​ Active Student Government that coordinates community and fundraising events to 
create and support a positive student experience at SMS.  
 

 
ACADEMIC 
COMMUNITY 

●​ 380 K-12 students, 200 students per grade in high school, 15 students per grade in K-8,  
●​ Tight-knit community fostering strong student-to-student and teacher-to-student 

connections 
●​ 6-12l students matched to an advisor and learning collective supporting academic 

progress and social-emotional learning 
●​ Whole school initiatives such as community service, the annual SMS Scavenger Hunt, 

advisory and club-sponsored events 
●​ Arts-based community committed to academic curiosity, innovation, and achievement 
●​ AP Course Offerings include: Calculus, Statistics, Physics, Biology, Chemistry, 

Psychology, Music Theory, US History, Government & Politics, English Language and 
Composition, English Literature and Composition 

 

POST 
SECONDARY 
PLANNING  

●​ Experienced, dedicated college counselor meets with students one-to-one and with 
families to plan for college starting in 10th grade 

●​ Workshop series dedicated to informing families about financial aid, music admissions, 
and general college application process 

●​ 100% college acceptance rate. 



 
 

 

TEACHING POSITIONS 
2025-2026 VACANCIES 

 
●​ 5th Grade General Education  
●​ Part-Time Middle School Spanish (2-Day)  
●​ High School ICT Special Education 

 
 
Special Music School (03M859) is a groundbreaking K-12 public school for musically talented children. In 
addition to a pre-conservatory music education, we offer an innovative, child-centered academic program with 
small class sizes and an active parent community. We are seeking passionate educators to join our 
accomplished academic faculty.  
 
Successful candidates will:  

●​ Design a creative, engaging, standards-aligned curriculum.  
●​ Collaborate with colleagues, music faculty, and families in the spirit of our child-centered community. 
●​ Maintain assessment records and develop systems for students to receive timely and specific feedback. 
●​ Continually reflect on classroom pedagogy and practices as a part of our active professional development 

community. 
●​ Continually integrate social-emotional learning into daily classroom practices.  

 
We welcome your inquiries, which may be addressed to the principal, Katie Banucci-Smith.  Please send a cover 
letter, resume and recent observation report to employment@specialmusicschool.org. 
 
For more information about Special Music School please visit our website: http://www.kaufmanmusiccenter.org/sms/ 
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